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The Women’s Ministry at St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church seeks to minister to the unique 
needs of women in all the crossroads of their lives.  
Whether you are in high school, finishing college, 
climbing the career ladder, experiencing the joys 
and challenges of marriage, becoming a mother, 
facing an empty nest or an empty home, or just 
trying to find balance and wholeness at mid-life and 
beyond, we have a place for you. 

Rosa’s Story 
"When I was 14, a man came to my parents' house 
in Veracruz, Mexico and asked me if I was 
interested in making money in the United States. 
My parents didn't want me to go, but I persuaded 
them. A week later, I was smuggled into the United 
States through Texas to Florida. And so my 
nightmare began. I couldn't do anything to stop it. I 
wasn't allowed to go outside without a guard. Many 
of the bosses had guns. I was constantly afraid. 
One of the bosses carried me off to a hotel one 
night, where he raped me. It was awful. I cannot 
forget all that has happened. I can't put it behind 
me. I find it nearly impossible to trust people. I still 
feel shame. I was a decent girl in Mexico. I used to 
go to church with my family. I only wish none of 
this had ever happened. 
 
       
The traffickers circulated Rosa and other young 
girls between a series of trailer brothels in Florida 
and South Carolina. They were also taken to private 
parties and passed around. The young women were 
guarded 24 hours a day, and beaten, pistol-
whipped, and raped if they refused a customer’s 
request. Rosa was rescued when two of the young 
girls jumped out a window and ran to a neighbor’s 
house. The neighbor called the police, INS and FBI. 
The FBI conducted a raid. Rosa and the other 
young girls were arrested and held in detention 
along with the traffickers. Now addicted to drugs 
and alcohol, she has post traumatic stress 
syndrome including severe depression, and 
suicidal  thoughts. She was physically, mentally, 
emotionally, and spiritually broken. She is still 
recovering. 
 
“Now take Rosa’s story and multiply it by hundreds 
of thousands, and you will have idea of the scope 
of the problem,” says panelist Laura Lederer.  
 
Human trafficking is becoming the crime of choice 
for the traffickers because the risks are low and the 
profits are high.  Those who want to make a 
difference can  join us and learn HOW individuals 
and the church can help break this vicious chain. 
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International Overview 

Dr. Laura Lederer 
Senior Advisor on Human 
Trafficking to U.S. Department of 
State 
 
• Author of numerous articles on 
trafficking, commercial sexual 

exploitation of women and children and child 
pornography 

 
All over the world there are people in modern 
bondage.  It is up to us to build a global community  
to free  them. 

Linda Lorelle, Emmy Award winning 
news anchor will moderate the panel 
discussion. Bradley Myles 

Deputy Director, Polaris Project  
 
• Project Director of National 

Human Trafficking Resource 
Center (NHTRC) 

• Leading Member, Washington, DC Human 
Trafficking Task Force 

• Working on anti-trafficking efforts since 2002 

Stephanie Weber 
Exec. Director of Houston 
Rescue & Restore  Coalition 
 
• Standing member of the U.S. 
anti-trafficking task force for the 

Southern District of Texas – the Human 
Trafficking Rescue Alliance.   

• Assisted in writing 6 anti-trafficking bills 
sponsored by Senator Van de Putte and  
Rep. Senfronia Thompson  

• Founder of 3 anti-trafficking coalitions in 
Houston:  Coalition Against Human Trafficking 
(CAHT), Houston Rescue and Restore Coalition
(HRRC)  and Artists Against Human Trafficking.  

 

End Demand 

Local Perspective Christian Response 

 Dr. Tom Pace 
 Senior Pastor  
 St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 
 
 

Over 200 years ago, some 
Christians decided they could no 
longer turn their heads and 
ignore the moral outrage that was slavery.  They 
spoke out, and the world listened.  While It would 
be more comfortable for Christians today to turn our 
heads and pretend human trafficking does not exist, 
the teachings of Jesus do not afford us that luxury.   
 
We are called to speak out once again. 
  

 

Mayor Bill White will open the 
afternoon’s presentation with remarks 
about human trafficking in the City of 
Houston. 

Every day, hundreds of people become victims of the multi-billion 

dollar modern day slavery business.  

  

It happens in Asia.  It happens in Eastern Europe.  

And, it happens in Houston, Texas. 

Participants will learn: 
 
• How widespread the problem of 
trafficking is in Houston and the 
world 

 
• How to identify trafficking victims 
and how to help them 

 
• How to raise awareness, where to 
volunteer,  and how to raise funds 
to fight human trafficking 

 
 
Local artists have created a Human 
Trafficking Traveling Art Exhibit 
which will be on display at this 
event.  The exhibit  along with a DVD 
of the panel discussion and an 
educational toolkit will be available 
for loan to other churches and 
organizations throughout the state of 
Texas. 


